SPORTSMAN

Games of chance, in the narrower sense of the term,
make little appeal to the Prince, and in that fact there is,
perhaps, further evidence of his predilection for action
and speed. There is no need, in this connection, to drag
in a comparison with the tastes of his grandfather, as is
so commonly done. One writer, fearful lest the Prince
should be misunderstood, goes to the length of remarking
that the Prince's dislike of card games must on no
account be taken as casting a reflection upon King
Edward the Seventh. To be sure, it must not! Why,
that would be making the Prince appear a kind of
puritan ! Whatever else he is, he is not that, and has never
shown the slightest sign that there is a particle of
puritanism in his make-up. The same writer informs
his readers that they will never hear of the Prince of
Wales being dogmatic about games involving a limited
amount of gambling* As if we had not all heard of his
games of crown-and-anchor with the Tommies in a
dug-out! Those of us who contend that it is more
blessed to adapt oneself to circumstances than, in any
circumstances, to lay down the law, can find much to
support the contention in the Prince's life.

The sporting world of England is an intricate honey-
comb of tastes, interests and investments. For the
unwary it is as full of traps and pitfalls as the political
world. Few are aware of the amount of thought that a
man in the Prince's position must give before he states
an opinion or makes an appearance in connection with
any form of contest. Those who are keen followers of
the lesser blood sports have reason to believe that the
Prince does not share their zeal. But he avoids public
pronouncements on the subject, and knows when he must
make exceptions.

For instance, since the King has given up shooting at
Windsor, the Prince has undertaken the invitations for
the opening shoot. There is now more shooting over
the Windsor coverts than in past seasons (for breeding
has been resumed there on a large scale), and both the
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